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powers in the hands of the government. Thus the
democratic tendency which leads men unceasingly
to multiply the privileges of the State, and to circum-
scribe the rights of private persons, is much more
rapid and constant among those democratic nations
which are exposed by their position to great and
frequent wars, than among all others.
I have shown how the dread of disturbance and the
love of well-being insensibly lead democratic nations
to increase the functions of central government, as the
only power which appears to be intrinsically suffici-
ently strong, enlightened, and secure, to protect them
from anarchy. I would now add that all the par-
ticular circumstances which tend to make the state
of a democratic community agitated and precarious,
enhance this general propensity, and lead private
persons more and more to sacrifice their rights to their
tranquillity. A people is therefore never so disposed
to increase the functions of central government as at
the close of a long and bloody revolution, which, after
having wrested property from, the hands of its former
possessors, has shaken all belief, and filled the nation
with fierce hatreds, conflicting interests, and contend-
ing factions. The love of public tranquillity becomes
at such times an indiscriminating passion, and the
members of the community are apt to conceive a most
inordinate devotion to order.
I have already examined several of the incidents
which may concur to promote the centralization of
power, but the principal cause still remains to be
noticed. The foremost of the incidental causes which
may draw the management of all affairs into the hands
of the ruler in democratic countries is the origin of
that ruler himself, and his own propensities. Men
who live in the ages of equality are naturally fond of
central power, and are willing to extend its privileges;